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THE 


| THEIST, 


TO THE 


H ſorver f ſhall pe- 
ruſe the Enſuing 
Treatiſe, will, 1 


- 


doubt not, to bis Satisfatlion, 
wirars that there is dehiver'd 
in amore Excellent and refin'd 


manner ſuch T enents as are 
enuinely appropriated to the 
ablime Devotion of the Soul 


M9 


The Theiſt, 
by the definition of T heiſt ; 
and tbis perform din divers uin- 
deniable Inſtances and Proofs, 
that bave not been the SubjefF 
of any - precedent Pen, For 
tho tt be granted that divers 
bave Written on the Subje&, 
of Theiſme, et.the. Metbod 
they bave usd in Publiſhing 
the Subſtance, intbeir Opini- 
ons, of that Perſwaſion, has: 
been rather in the Nature'of a 
Common-tlace, mevery oftheir 


of 
ho 


th 


Writings, then duely Exhibi- 


ting the manifeſt perſpicutty of 
that DoFrine as it is eviden 
to the beſt Eye of frnel 
Underſtanding. | 


— 
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to the'R eader. 


? | - Andthwtbeywoullſeemto 
apprebend that the Theiſt dves 
z | rather ſuperſicaly Ruminate 
on the Notion and Being of 4 
£ God, (tbo wiſebly convey'd to 
the 'InteleF by the ſublime 
\d " Condud of Providence together 
| withtbe many wonderful Ex- 
S| iſtencies and;Beings of thimgs 
A | apparently diſcern'd m the Com- 
4 pofs of the Univerſe, then per- 
7, tinently adore the Deity in all 
v thoſe - conſedera.ions : As if 
| o miraculous Objes did nat ne- 
1] eſprate the Reverence and 
0 Dewvotion of the Humane Soul, 
| xn/eſs there be an Inadverien- 
| cy and Negligence by not Em- 


« A hati [ 
3- PRaticany 


The Theiſ;, 
phatically regarding the Con- 
vittion diſplay d by the Al- | 
mighty to every reaſonable 
C ent be 
' He muſt be endu'd with 4 
very Inſipid Senſe. that bebolds 


a miracnlous Struftyre without 


acknowledging an extraotdina- | 


- ry Operator : Andimuch more 
of a dime diſcernment, if by 
the Fabrick of the Univerſ 
be did not conclude its Comes: 


ture devinely Admirable : "\All | 


which ts ky generally granted, 
' that it bas the validity" of *a 
pro verbial Truth, on all fades, 
rather then the leaf Admm- 


tance of Diſpute or Quere :| 


But 


— | 


to the Reader. 
But with this difference, that 


| whereas others deduce, on the 


ſame account, their belief from 
words, which they conſsder as 
Difates from above, the The- 
iſt derives bis from the Works 
of the Onnipotent ; ſo that there 
cannot be any Eſſential miſun- 


| derſtanding, in that Particu- 


lar, betwixt him, and any of 
bs Oppoſers. I 

If fome Profeſtons of F aith 
- wr es define the Eſſence 
of the Deity more poſetively 
then is *Confiftent with his 
Creed : (As they endeavour by 
'Sopbiſticate Terms or Words 


of Arttoexert 1be Inſmite Pro- 


A f 4 prieties 


The That, 
prieties and Being of the Om- 
nipotent, which cannot be ap- 
plicable tothe Humane Under- 


ſtanding as. it is converſant 


with Objedds of Senſe, or things | 


of a Corporeal Natwee,) | 
.. Notwithſtanding the TT he 
iſt does not deny, hut inthe Soul 
of Man there may be, in ſome 
reſpes,; a very ſublime Idea 
of an un)imitted Capacity. or 
extent, as from the. moſt ſpirt- 
.tual part of T bought: it bas, a 
momentary. Progreſſion - And 
this is experimentally. cer tain 
whenſoever, the Imagination 
ſhall by. an I as Fhoh 
conceive. a Geometrical Lime 
extended 
R 


— 
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to theReader. 


extended farther then all quan- 
tative Limitation in any kind ; 


Mach like. that of | Euclid, 
where he. defines an. Inſnite 
line Incommenſurably reaching 
beyond all fignrative Height,or 
Length; 'of which more at ji 


in that part of this Treatiſe that 
relates to the Orbs above. 
V4 berefore, if T Dodors 


of tbe Scbeols meanigo." other, 


by tbe Definition of the Dei- 
ty, bowewerworded by them, 


then the moſt foerembce At- 


Iributes of .an Infinite Being, 


in, alt. \Capgcutres, there 3s no 
acaſoon fot coutrovertiug that 
Tim bernged. the Theilt: and 


"them: ' 
J ” d 


"The Theiſt, 
them. "Nor ought they to for- 


vet, where it & IWriten, that | 


deliver'd bimfe} f to Mo- | 


ſes by ho other Epithite then 
I am, (what I'am; which 


toes not not only poſe, but check 


— that ould under | 


ray \the Divine 
Eſſence; "beyond what is pofſ- 
Eh +9 = Shar is po by 
Ml. nk *" PP bieÞ* the wed 
dent expreſſion of Tam, whit 
1 att, \ſoPupenidonfly tranſcet- 
ding the wtmof reach of Bhl- 
meant" Senſe, *dobs nk niabh 
aſſre” us. "Bit vf" this" fit- 
Þleme Notion, more fully 3 ”n the 
þ nbſeqeent Tredrife 
Re 


N ext 


_— ” 


| 


F 


os the SS. Se Do. 6. 
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federate Man Ho. 
Untorſimaing Fen 


fourity of of T raditionma 
bated kk off which be 


to the Reader. 
Next to tbe Being of a De+ 


| | ity, there ought ts Je 8 reus 
| rend ackomoledgement: of the 


miraculows Tmport aud Muni 
ficence in dbe Contdutt of Di- 


' wine Providence, '\which in 


the Fudgment of th+ Theiſt, 
conſpicuouſly diſcdfnable in ihe 
Gang 8nd vs of the 

moverſe'; 7 | 
rent, thi've ro are 06G 
flan Viſbility auart the con 
re by 


The 


plex 'd; "or enveloy 


can bave\no ſen ;Sble proſye 3 
WY As 


'The Theift, - 
As may be compendionſly per- 
ceiu'd by peruſong this Book ; 
where not only the anal Won- 


ders of Providence are'sreated 
wore applicably Intelligible, 


t# the Writings of others. But 
alſo ſore things of bigh con: 


cern, ar ngfefore diſcover'd, 


w leſs mawifeſtly prov'd by 


Mathematical certainty: Tet. 


ſo perfor ma, bat \it is made 


ſenſibly demonſiratrue to any 


Reader who is not experiene'd 
it that Science. _ Some there 


art'that Ignorantly enough un- 


dertake to: decuſe Theilme, as 
* if it oppoſed. ab. :Reveal'd 

Y Worſbip : 
I | 


g. Cntoi# 


then bas-as yet been obſerv'd. 


to the Reader. 
Worſhip : Notwithflanding that the 
External Conviftions of Providence 
ure inſeparable from his Belief, 
but this RefleAion, as the Theiſt 
apprehends, does proceed from ſuch 
who contend more for the Credit of 
the Intricacy of their Doftrines, er 
Metaphyfical Diftinfions, then the 
open Motives of Faith, that onght 
go Illuminate their Conceptsons? 
From whence it is very Remarkable, 
that Men Bigotted by Imaginary 
Notions, or accuſtom'd to a careleſs 
and floathful Regard of rhe mani- 
feft Convictions expoſs'd by the Ab 
mighty in the Wonders of his Works, 
do live, as if they difeern'd not, or 
were ſurfeited with the tomtinudl 
Bleſſings that Providence, the great 
Lieutgnant of the Deity, bejtows, 
as Comforts to their Souls and 
Bodies, by Day aud Night upot 


them. | 
Others 


The  Theiſt; ., 

Others there are, tho agreeing 
with the Theiſt in their Achnow- 
ledoing and Worſhiping of a ſole 
Deity : 7et are ſeverely Imbitter'd 
againſt him, becauſe he does not 
tack to his Belief ſuch Catalogue 
of Articles | of Faith, as each of 
them profeſs annex'd to their Creed. 

In Anſwer to which, the Theiſt 
deſires them, to Conſider, - that they 
are ſo far from accomodating, . be- 
twixt themſelves their different 
Manner of Worſhips; together with 
divers eſſential Particulars by which 
they depart farther from one ano- 
ther then they can pretend to do from 
the Doirine of Theiſme: As is clear- 
ly preceptible in the Jew, Meho- 
metan, and other perverſe Beliefs : 
Tet all of them Concenter with the 
Theiſt in the Adoration of one ſole 
God : Which enough does manifeſt 
that the Belief of one God is the 


moſt 
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to the Reader::' 


moſt demonſtrative Article of their 
ſeveral Perſwaſions : As, alſo that 
their Diſſentments, Enmities, and 
violent Oppoſitions, in Reference to 
the uncertainties of other \of their 
Tenents, even ts the Subvertimg 
of Civil Repoſe, and Government, 
may be Recorded among ft the high- 
eſt Calamities of Mankind. 

But onitheſe ſad Accounts, ſo no- 
toriouſly known, the Theilt is more 
modeſt then to Inſert his Recrimi- 
nations. 1 hy 

And thus in Brief, are þere pre- 
ſented, by way of Preface, ſuch 
Sentiments of the Theilt as prepa- 
ratively Conduce to the facilitating 
of the Readers Apprehenſion of the 
enſuing Work : Which is chiefly de- 
ſegn'd againſi the abſur'd Impieties 
of tAhciſme, with a due Reflei- 
on on ſuch that diſregard, in Soul, 
the Miracles of the Almighty as 

fo 
Ros 


The Theift? &-c; 
fo many Inmumerable Bleſſing? 
throughout the Univerſe convey d, 
for the benefit of Mankinl. 


To Conclude, the Reader is 
defir'd to'take Notice, that there 
r5nothihg Intended, in this Trea- 
ziſe, whereby to” Lefſen in any 
kind, the Excellcencies of Chriſti- 
m2 Religion, but rather an Ac- 
knowledgment of 1ts Divine Per- 
fections, as may* be evidently 
perceiv'd in the Cloſe of the cn 
ſuing Book. 


— —— 
a. 


DISCOVERY 


Of the moſt Refin'd 


NOTIONS and PRINCIPLES 
Of the 


THEIST: 


--- ——— | Lond ” - 


As they Eſſentially Relate to that 
ERSWASION- 


 H E Rcligion of FY 
T heiſt, as the Word 
may be deriv'd from 
Greek, Conliſts 1n 

he ſole belick of one God, with 
A kll other: Attribures of miracu- 


ous Being, Providence, and rw 
B uct 


Fd 


(2) 
duct, that can 'be aſſign'd to 
Omnipotency. In which gene- 
ral Article of Divine Belief, the 
Theiſt fully concenters with the 
moſt Univerſal Religions of the 
World : But in the motives to 
Divine Worſhip, he conſiderably 
differs from many of them,which 
may be thus explain'd : The 
Theift derives his Adoration of a 
Deity, from the Being and m1- 
raculous Order of the Univerſe 
in the Exiſtency of the World 
above, and below, with what- 
ſoever is contain'd therein, which 
ſumm'd compleats the Propofiti- 
on of God demonſtrated by 
the wonders of his Works; which 
he believes ought undeniably tc 
uw the Holy reverence of the 
Soul as the moſt viſible con- 


/ 


= 


F. 


victions of his- Creed : Or no 
other then ſo many Divine Pro- 


poſals 


>. 
. 


C 
W: 
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poſals in the miraculous operati- 
ons and conſiſtency of the World 
ſen{ibly apprehended by the ad- 
mirable conduct of the Almigh- 
ty. It he beholds the miraeu- 
lous Revolution above, together 
with the riling and ſetting of the 


, Sun to day, he thinks 1t no leſs 
. ſtupendious 1t he perceives his 


Glorious. Aſcent to morrow : 
And thus he fits is beliet to the 
Volume of Divine Faith com- 
prchended in the Worlds univer- 
fal Co..tinuance and Being, as 
ſo many Evidences of the Deity 
convey d by Incomprehenfible 
Cauſcs and Effects. In which 
ſubmiffion of the Soul.he cannct 
but ſeperate tus Holy contempla- 
tion and reverence from othcf 
Credenuals of Worſhip that are 
written, or. diſperfs'd by the 
Hand of Man, as hethat has an 

B 4 Open 


(4) 
open aſſurance,need not unclofe 
a Book to ſearch for more ; be- 
cauſe a writing however credi- 
bly aſſerting the Truth of Mira- 
cles paſt, which celebrate parti- 
cular Worſhips, cannot as he 
Tangerh be ſo preſent with his 


Underſtanding, or his Immedr 


ate Conviction, as what 1s per- |} 


petual to his Apprehenſion, in 
che miraculous Conſtitution,Pre- 


ſervation, and Providential ma- ' 
nagement of the Univerſal | 


World, with the innumerableOb- 
jects of Admuration contain'd in 
it, that docs, as 1t were, diſcloſe 
to the Eye the boſome of Omni- 


potence 3* in which the devout * 


preception of Man may diſcern 
dateleſs Miracles no leſs Anticat 
12 Being then the total World 
becauſe always evident 1n It. 
W hereas contrarily,in the Judg- 

mCnt 


—— 


CP 
ment of the Theift, other Religi- 
ous Perſwaſions want not only 
the like continual manifeſt Con- 
victions ; but according to the 
known Date of their Records, 
muſtacknowledgethatthere was, 
for ought they can demon- 
ſtratively alledge to the contra- 
. ry, innumerable Years that pre- 
ceeded the Revelations they af- 
ſert: From whence may be con- 
cluded that there was unaccoun- 
table Revolutions of Time when 
they neither had Being or Belicf. 
And therefore no Obyection, a- 
oainſt the Theifl, if he rejets 
Tenents that includea Modern 
| Date ; or not fo Inknitely un- 
computable by Time, as his 
own: It being impoſlible to eyi- 
dence any Conviction of the 
Soul more Antient than the 
World, and the Miracles it con- 

B 3 calls, 


(9) 

jains. Not but the Divine Pow- 
cr could have ordain'd, if ſuitas 
ble to his Decree, one or more 
ſubſequent Worlds as amply 
wonderful as this we behold ; 
there bcing no linutation to the 
Omnipotent, if pleas'd to be- 
ftow any miraculous' Method in 
order to our Senſeand Convict | 
on: Bur then this muſt haye 
been perpetually cvident from 
the time it had Beginning, as 
clearly as 1s diſcernable any 0- 
ther Object of Divine Adnurati- 
on and Reycrence within the 
compaſs of the Univerſe. On 
which conſiderations, the Theif? 
conceives himſelf obliged to di- 


ſent from divers miraculous Te- ( 


nents deliver'd by the Pens of |, 
men, becauſe not genuinely di- þ 
ſcernable in the vaſt Volume of | 
the World, without any inter: 
: | | miſſion 


(7) 
' miſſion of Wonders, and Provi- 
| dence conſonant to their Divine 
conveyance. It being a Sole- 
ſciſme, in his opinion, that men 
* | ſhouldrecede from the day light 
- | of Faith, to ſearch for Invifible 
Conviction. And conſequently 
2 L Inferrs, that fince there are no 
4 apparent Miracles, but what are 
+ | contain'd in the Univerſe of Hea- 
N [ven and Earth, he ought to 
! prove fromthence the devotion 
2” of his Faith. On which accounr 
he amply receives the aſſurance 
of Divine demonſtration by the 
o Eyeof his Intellect : Leaving 0- 
iſt fer Creeds to argue, from tran-' 
riptions of ſpiritual Revelatt- 
ons, their Syſtems of behef 3 or 
rom whence they ſeverally In- 
err, as they rationally gather, 

at the Holy Precepts, of one 
vr other, are to be embrac'd by 
Ws B 4 them. 


. p_—_ # 


If! 
it 
id 
{| 
/ 
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{ 
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(CFE 
them. | Whereas, the greateſt 
part of religious Perſwaſion are 
rather the Efte&s of Cuſtome 
and Education, then viſible Con- 
yiction- of any faculty of the 
Humane Soul. 

Inſomuch, that the Theift af- 
firms, that a Man born blind, 
may be as Intclligibly perſwaded 
of the Doctrine of Theiſme, 
together with the devotion an- 
nexed tq it, as if he had a ple- 
nary fight and proſpect of all 
the Wonders within the Com- 
paſs of - the Univerſe. It not 
being to be doubted that ſuch a 
perſon, tho without Eycs to di- 
ſcern, night by his Reaſon, or, 
Senſe of Feeling, nor only con- 
clude that he hives, but that he 1s 
alſo ſuſtain'd by a providental 
Goodneſs and Power, as cer: 
tainly as he feels within, or with 

j ou 


y__ > A 4a mm O2©at5XJ RKmea3t ac a mim .o+ 


<< 


Ly L 


(9) 
out im 3 the Tffects of Heat 
or Cold, as. alſo nouriſh'd by 
Food, neither of which could 
be produc'd or caus'd by him- 
ſclft ; And therefore muſt con- 
cede that he Subſiſts by the di- 
ſpenſation of an Exiſtence more 
cxccllent then his own ; and con- 
ſequently ablig'd to give thanks 
devoutly on his knees for the 
Bleflings he reccives, tho with- 
out Eycs to behold che particu- 
lars of Heaven and Earth, from 
whence they proceed. 

On the contrary, ſhould this 
unfeeing Man be requir'd to ad-' 
here to any religious Propoſal, 
that preſented no other contex- 
ture to his Senſe, then a ſtory 
cold of ſupernatural Deeds and 
Revelation, which concenter'd 
with no Rational Proprictic of 
his Being and Nature: He would 
doubtic(s 


( 10) R 
doubtleſs Annex his belicf to che 
Doctrine of Theiſme, with what- 
foever, by undemiable confe- 
quence from it, might complear 
his Devotion. Theſe diſcuſſi- 
ons, as being but previouſly In- 
ſerted in order to farther ex- 
pand the Fonds on which the 
[heiſt ere&ts his Tenents ; It will 
be neceſſary to conſider theſe 
three Particulars. | 


The 


—\ 


7, 
T, 
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(11) 
The Firſt, As tothe Being of 


the Univerſe. 
T he Second, T ending to the 
Cauſe and Manner of its 


Produttion, as alſo its won- 
derful Conduf, Order, and 
Preſervation, with ſome 
Opinions of the Learned 
therein. 

The Third, Including the Re- 
ligion of the Theiſt, and 
the manner of Holy Adora- 


Fi 
\ 


| Honredounding from thence. 


As to the Firſt Particular. 


F HE Theift does not con- 

 cernhus Imagination with 

the crite contelts that both ow 
an 


( 12) 
and weary Mens underſtandings, 
by their Impoſſible determinart- 
ons, as they are Debated in 
Schools ; where ſome undertake 
to determine that, by the Effica- 
cy of the Divine Will, the World 
had an original Creation from 
nothing : Or as others Aflert, 


from matter that hada precedent F 


Exiſtency, and afterwards di- 
ſpos'd by Omnipotency into the 


Figure we now behold. Nei- 


ther of which opinions the heiſt 
allows to be his : It being more 
perſpicuous, in his Judgment, 
ro believethatthe Univerſe, with 
all it contains, is admurable, then 
to define by what Mcthod, or 


Means its wonderful Structure { 


was produc'd. But however it 
came to paſs, *twas ccrtainly ac- 
compliſh'd, without pains, by 
whatſoeycr was the manner - 

LG 


( 13) 


the operation; becauſe in every 
thing 1t comprehends there 15 an 
calineſs of Order and Being ; 
otherwiſe there could be no one 
Individual,of any kind, but might 
be deſtructive to another, and 
the Cauſe periſh with the Effect, 
\ which would tend to a period of 
Providence. 

For tho it be apparent that 
Bodics of Lifc, whether Ani- 
mals, or Vegctables, arc ſubject 
to alteration and Death as any 
of them corupt in order to the 
Generation of others, yet no- 
thing 1s abſolutely deſtroy'd, but 


rather varied as a continual ſup- 
plement to more productions ; 
ſo that the Cauſe remains ecnrire, 

however it effects Alteration. 
Examples are obvious, 1n ma+ 
ny Particulars, of which, theſe 
are ocularly 1luſtrious ; the Sun, 
Moon 


(14) 


Moon and Stars, are influential 


Cauſes of innumerable Alterati- 
ons of Bodies beneath *'em, yet 
haveno change in themſelves, as 
they Operate on other things. 
And thus it 1s very manifeft that 
the vaſt Bulk af the Univerſe ſub- 
fiſts by open providential Cau- 


ſes, and their Effets, which byF. 


a Scxies of humane Thought, a- 
ſcend untill the Imaginatiory, to 
wonder leaves *em, as being nof 


within 1ts Capacity to proceed 
higher : And therefore, accor- 


ding to the poctical Alluſion of 
Homer's Chain of Divine Provi- 
dence, ſtupendiouſly Comits the 
Scals of 1ts Cauſes, as fixt at the 
foot of Jupiters Chair. 

If the total complexe of. the 
Umverſe, does admirably con- 
vict us that it has an unconceiva- 
ble Structare and Being, the 

Author 


_ _— 


-| 
(BY 
Antov of 1ts Exitency muſt 1m 
C1 01; the Soul a more ſublime 
Admuration, which by the Theift 
1s readily deyoted to Divine 
Omnpotency. 

There is no ordinary Under- 
ſtanding that may nor Signally 
precelve the providential Reſults 


- 1n Cauſcsand Efftets, of a deifi- 
' ed Power; but not with the 


ſame poſlibility diſcern the Starti- 
on or Flence of the wonderful 
Author. 

Notwithſtanding, it 1s obyi- 
ouſly apparent, thar there are di- 
verſities of Elementary Operatr- 
ons and Subſiſtencies appertain- 
ing to the Earth, on which we 
tread, that, as to the Cauſes 
trom whence they proceed, arc 
as far remote from our Concep- 
cions as any Influenc'd from the 
fupreameſt Orb of Heaven : 
W hich 


# 
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Which experience fully aſſures, Þ 
it being not more obſcure to | © 
our Intelle&s, why ſome parts 
of Farth ſhould encloſe divers |! 
Materials, Mines of Diamonds, I Pt 
Gold, Silver, Minerals, Streams, fre 
and watry Depths, when in o- JP 
thers are found Quarries of al 
Stone, and Impenetrable Rocks. $© 
Nor leſs clouded will be our 
Imagination, ſhould we ſearch 
on Mountains tops, and then 
diſcover the Head of a Spring, PV? 
thar by ſecret deſcending ſup- þ 
plics perpetually the Current of Þ 
a mighty River: Would not a [4 
Man think that it were as Im+ F 
poſiible to find the Cauſe of this F< 
wondrous Scource, as by Rea- 
ſon to conceive why the Boſome 
of the Earth ſhould nouriſh the Þ 
diftcrent Materials already men- F | 
8 


tion'd. Yet duecly conlider'd, 29 
the} for 
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the Uſes for which they are or- 
dain'd. the courſe Stone or Pec- 
ble differs not in Value from the 
pureſt Diamond, as being more 
frequent. for uſage, tho not, in 
opinion,, of the ſame price : So 
variouſly has. Providence provi- 
ded for. our Ornaments and con- 
Fveniencies of Life. Could the 
Univerſe be compair'd with any 
Conception of the Humane 
Mind ;. it. were poflible to Ima-. 
- jgine a World as prodigiouſly 
\c [wonderful, in Whole and in 
Parts, as this we viſibly behold ; 
but that were to extend thought 
xcyond what is actually Miracu- 
ous, and therefore no leſs Ab- 
ur'd. then Impoſſible; , becauſe 
ve Þ'< could think of nothing bur 
n- £'ould hayc ſome material Re- 
-z {Fmblance, ro what was obſerv'd 
hc Þ&fore, within the Compaſs of 
C the 


(18) 
the World we Inhabit: On 
which Ground it may be con- 
cluded that there can be no M1- 
racle to Senſe, either great or 
ſmall, other then what 1s locally 
Encompaſs'd by the Circumfc- 
rence of Heaven and Earth. 
| Should a Man cndeayour, by 
any Extaſic of Thought, to con= 
template the Being of Deity, his 
Imagination could extend no 
er then the uſual Courſe of 
providential Operations : And 
ſhould he attetnpt to explain the 
Divine Eflence, he could'not ſe- 
parate this thought from Appre- 
hending the Corporeal Shap 
and Likeneſs of ſome Objc&t he 
had before obſery'd. Where- 
fore, tis a preſumptionin word 
if deliver'd by them, that God 
can be otherwiſe underſtood ther 
by his adnurd Proyidence atid 
Works. No 


| (WD :- | 

. Nor 1s 3t poſſible to Actribute 
other Dehmition to Omnipoten-. 
cy ; for'tho God may be under- 
ſtood to have the: utmoſt Per- 
tection of ſpiritual Exiſtency, 
and what .is more, demonſtra- 
tively ſuch by operations of a 
ſpiritual Nature, or equivalent 
to 1t, as ſhall be evidently prov'd 
in the- next; Particular of- this 
Treatiſe : Notwithſtanding, 1t 
ſeems Impoſſhble: ro word the 
Definition of a Spirit, - becauſe 
nothing. can be dehiver'd ' by 
Speech but muſt be the Object of 
one, or more, of the: Senſes, and 
no Man will ayerr that he can 
either ſce or fecl a Spirit: It be- 
inF unconceivable. that a Cor- 


{| porcal Eye or Senſe whatſoever, 


ſhould perceive any. thing that 
has not bodily parts ; otherwiſe 
then it may be exerted in ſome 
C2 cquiyalent 
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equivalent Capacity, as already 
expreſs'd. | »Y 
But before the firſt Grand 
Particular, of this Treatiſe, re- 
ceivesa period : The Theift would 
be underſtood that where he 
mentions the miraculous Sru- 
&ure and Continuance of the 
total Univerſe, he does not An 
nex a more Incffable Wonder to 
the Whole then he does to every 
indiyidual Part, whether of An- 
nimal or Vegetable Subſiſtency. 
A Miracle is as abſolute in Epi- 
oony as in the utmoſt extent of 
Bredjh, Depth, and Height :: In- 
—_ the 
thing appertaining to Earth, a 
bove dew - Surface, %are 
no leſs ſtupendious then . the 


valtneſs of its Circumferenceand 
Ri 1 > | 


at every particular: 


_— 
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If ask'd why theEarth isadorn'd 
with Flowers of a various Cou- 
lour and Beauty, and but the 
Graſs and Leavesof Trees green- 
ly flouriſhing : The moſt intel- 
legent Mgg can give no perfect 
reaſon, no more then if re- 
quir'd to prove why any one 
Stane appears of a comlier Fi- 
gure and Complexion than ano- 
ther. If farther demanded how 
Rivers and Scas arc ſupply*d with 
numberleſs Streams that. are 
maintain'd and encreas'd : He 
muſt proteſs his Ignorance, be- 
cauſe unknown to him, 'both 
the manner of the Operation and 
Materials by which they were 
originally produc'd. If intero-. 
garxcd why Air 1s thincr then 
tarth or Water, or why Stars 
are brighter then Trees, or not 
obſery'd 40 augment by growth 
C 3 like 


(22) 
like them, he muſt for the ſame 
Reaſon, anſwer as 1gnorantly as 
he did to any of the precedent 
Queſtions. | 


To conclude, had it pleas'd 


Omniporency to hayg beſtow'd 
rational Underſtanding to every 
Species of Being, and Life in the 
Regions of Air and Earth toge- 
ther, -with whatſoever has a li- 
quid Exiſtence in the Streams and 
Oceans of the Univerſe : The 
"Fiſh, Beaft, and Plant, would no 
lc6 admirethe diverlities of their 
Nature's Proprietics, and Shapes, 


- then thoſe of Man-and Woman, 


or how all of them Subſiſt and 
Encreaſe in their. ſeveral kinds. 
Neither could Mankind leſs ftu- 
- pendiouſly wonder how any of 
thoſe were produc'd, then by 
what -means the firſt -Man and 
Woman had a prinitiye Life-: 
| | In 
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In which conſideration, the hu- 
mane Intellect is no leſs pos'd by 
the Miracle of its own Compo- 
ſure and Being, then it is by 


4 contemplating how the vaſt 


Sructure of the World, with its 
ſumm of Wonders, was com- - 
pleated as 'tis now beheld. 
Which prefc&ly demonſtrates 
that there is neither magts, « 
minus, in the. miraculous Ac 
whereby was produc. the total _ 
Univerſe, orany Individial thing 
that iscontain'd by its Icommen+ 
ſurable Compaſs. | | 
From whence the Theift con- 
cludes that ng #23 1 may 
be Empharically defin'd by the 


Miracles of its Works, ſince by 
no other Definition, - or \Sylo- 
giſme, which the Schools pro- 
vide, itcan be fo vilibly appre- 
hended. 


C 4 And 
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And it were vain to Imagine 
that the Divine Power, too In- 
finite to be comprehended by 
any Syſtem of words, ſhould be 
by that Method, no lefs con- 
victive, to the Eye of Thought, 
then it 1s by ocular demonſtrati- 
on of Things manifeſtly Admi- 
rable : - Wherefore Mankind 
ought to acknowledge, with the 
higheſt Reverence of the Soul, 
that the Eflence of Omnipoten- 
cy, Imcomprehenſible by ac- 
cents of Speech, may be cquiva- 
lently explains in the ſuperlative 
Wonders of the 'World, and 
the Works it contains. Which 
in ſumm, 1s the Dotrine of the 
Theift, - as 1t relates to a Divine 
Power and Being, 

- But as co the Sphere or Reſi- 
dence of the Almighty ; which 
by the Tenents of ſome is Ima- 
| - gind 


—— 
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gind tobe abovetheSupreameſt 
of the Celeſtial Orbs, the Theiſt 
does not undertake to define; 
which were no lcfs abſurd then 
to attribute ro an Infinite! a 
circumſcrib'd Being, 

The Geometrician certainhy 
proves, that nothing can be ſaid 
to haye place ; other then what 
1s containd by proportional 
Lines within the Compaſs of 
ſome Figure : Whereby he de- 
monſtrates, that whatſoever is 
alledg'd to proportion,muſt con- 
ſequently be allow'd Parts, as in 
the Dimention of Alineal ſuper- 
ficics, in any kind, or ſolids, as 
the Cube, Globe, Cone, Para- 
| bola, orthelike : The moſt ex- 
cellent of which cannot compre- 
hend the Figure of Deity, which 
if without Body, there 1s no 
poſſibility of its reſemblance ro 

| | any 


( 26) | 
any Corporcal Thing or Mea- 
fare: Wherefore the denomina- 
tion of Hcaven, tho Immenſly 
fuppos'd beyond the higheſt of 
Stars that ſhine to wonderabove 
us, 15 too narrow a Station for 
the Prefence-Chamber of the 
Deity: Becauſe the nominating 
of Place docs imply the circum- 
{cription of material Parts 3 and 
no Man can be fo Ignorant asto 
ſuppoſe that there 1s any ſuch 
thing as a bodily Infinite, or that 
any local quantity may be In- 
my acknowledg'd. 
Notwithſtanding it muſt be 
oranted that the opinion of Ho- 
Iy Perſons, tho not ſtrictly to be 
provd, in appropriating to the 
ſublimeſt height che manſion of 
Omnipotency, is allowable, be- 
cauſe devout contemplation the 
farther it afcends upward has a 

more 


(27) 
more remote, or ineffable Ex- 
cellency, as being cxalted above - 
Things of more familiar obſer- 
vance, tho not leſs Admirable ; 
as has been precedently obſerv'd, 
then conſiſts in the ſpeculationof 
any heigher objects of thought 
that impreſſeth -on the Under- 
ſtanding, Reverential acknow- 
ledgment of a Supream Power 
that by its munificence ſupports 
the Fabrick of the Univerſe, and 
all it contains: Wherefore, in 
Reverence to diſcernleſs or un- 
known Being, a place unknown, * 
as the moſt ſuitable Epithite, 
may be term'd the ſele&t Seat of 
the Almighty. The Nature of 
Men having more dread, how- 
ever, unperceptible of what they 
conceive they ought. ſtupendt- 
ouſly to beheve then if it were 
preſent to their Underſtandings: 
Infomuch 


(23) 
Infomuchthat could the humane 
Eye ſurpaſs its uſual proſpect of 
the- Sun and Stars, and next 
make a. viſible diſcovery of a 
Heaven far more Glorious then | 
* any of the ſhining Sphere alrea- th 
dy diſcerr:d, the wonderful Ob-J St 
jets might, in ſhort time, be asf te 
regardleſ]y perceiv'd as any of fby 
the ſublime Illuminations ob-JD 
ſerv'd before. | d7 

So heedlefs is Man of things 
that require his perfect Admi-J tle 
ration. Ne 

But as to the denomination off cl 
Heavenas a ſublime ſome where,|her 
rather then place of the Bleſsd, as} ſor 
the Schools define, with the beau-Ithe 
tifical Viſion of the Almighty, agjan 
alſo the perpetual Felicity of pi-ſcid: 
ous Immortality : *Tis a paſſibleſtur« 
Opinion in the Judgment of theſdur 
Theiſt, and may not be Incon{lcaf 
gruoul] 
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gruoufly deriv'd from cxperi- 
mental Obſervation ; as by the 
t | Eye the Imagination aſcends by 
a | comparing the different Magni- 
-n | tudes, Heights, and Splendors of 
4-| the Moon, Sun, Planets, and 
b-[ Stars ; . by which gradual Con- 
as| templation, or as it were ſtep, 
offby ſtep, is apprehended a more 
b-| Divine and ſublime Being of rhe 

Deity. 

gs| The great Plmlofopher Arifto- | 
11-1tle, was not diſſentaneous torhis 
Notion, when he defin'd the Ce- 
off ieſtial appearances, ſo term'd 
rethere inſtead of Bodies, for Rea- 
\ as} ſons that will ſoon follow, by 
1u-Ithe Name of a fifth Eflence, as 
\ as{an extraordinary rchn'dneſs In- 
pi-Jcident to their Being and Na- 
blejtures, Invariable in their Gran- 

theſdure and Figures without the 

Ileaſt fignification or tendency 

co 
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to Elementary Compoſition or 
Change, as ſo many particular 
Emblems of Etcrnity, by whoſe 
admir'd Illuminations Hog huy + 
mane Soul might be- guided tof * 
the tranſcendent acknowledg 
ment of. a more Illuſtrious anc 
Divine Exiſtence. 


But enough has been ſaid rela 
ting to the firſt Branch of thig: * 
Treatiſe, and the Being of 
God. 


1 
d 
, 
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"1 The Second Particular, ten- 
73 | ding to the Canſe aud Man- 
nd : zer of the Worlds produdti- 
0: As alſo its wonderful 
a, ConduF, Order, and Pre- 
ela 
ht - ſervation; with ſome Opini- 
f ons of the Learned therein, 


ITT has been evidently. ex- 
plain'd, by the precedenr 

| Diſcuſſ ons, that the: Univerſc, 

——Jvithall its ſurrounds, is diſphy'd 

as - ocularly miraculous : And 

1thercfore incumbent on humane 

ISenſe to be a diligent. KL 

rfof all its Objects. The 

{of which cannor be.« cnoug 4 


: Iprov'd, fince it Wk from 
 Noathful 


(35) ; 
fNoathful TImprudence, or Inad- 
vertency of Men, in being not 
more propehſly diligent in devo- JO! 
ting the Duty of their adrhiratis Jthc 
ratzons as fully asthe Wonders of JA 
Providence are 'obvious totheir  J] 
ſight. Inſfomuch, that a talc 
told of any extraordinary Fact, : 
if but ſuppos'd miraculous, ſhall } 
more afſure their Imaginations, 
then what miay be Admirably F 
beheld ih the open Face of the 
- Univerſe, every minute of Life + | 
Or: that familiar Convictions, 
becauſe famuliar, . ſhould be leſs 
regatded then ſtupendious Rela- Fr 
tions without ocular or ſcaſible F 
Afſurance: Whereas the wonder- 
ful continuance of Objects, and 
ſuch ate choſe which are perſpi-* 
cuouſly numerous, and within 
the Compaſs of the World; 
ought to Induec our oſt con-P 
ſtant, 


TIF 
Iftant, and folemn Admiranofi 
3s ſo many teſtimonials of an 
Omnipotent Author. Not that 
the Theiſt would occaſioti, by 
; Aſſertions 6f this Nature, ſuch 
 Ppcrplexities; in theSoul as are ob- 
ſcry'd in Men that would urnider- 
{take ro diſcover Cauſes and Ef- 
fects far obſcur'd by the Vail of 
Providence ; of by what me- 
thods of Omiipotency the Uni- 
crſe had Original Beginning. 
ce moſt peneral belicf of Men, 
owever differing in other Te: * 
ents, cither as they are Jews, 
Thriſttians, or Mabomitans, Is, that 
c total World together with 
*Kll it circumſcribs above and be- 
& $ow, was by the Will and Di- 
"Fate of the Almighty created 
rom nothitig : And that Incor- 
porcal Siibſtances, defined by the 
Þchools : Angels I” Spirits "had 
A 


| 
» 
4 
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a concometant production with3 
in the compaſs of ſix Days, as 
the Scripture affirms, with Ele- 
mentary Bodies of innumerabis 
Kinds according to the diver(i- 
tics of their Scituations, Shapes, 
and manner of Subſiſtence. 

But here it muſt. be under- 
ſtood, that it cannot be proper- 


ly Imagin'd how an Infinite Be- dl 


ing and Operator ſhould be ſaid 


to effect, in any degrees off 


Time, whatſocver was produc'c 


by Omnipotent Power; becauſg; 


every Aft that may be compu: 
tcd or number'd in Time, how 
ſoever ſwift its Accclaration pre: 


ſu Ppoctn Motionand Comenſuy\,.. 
ra 


le Parts, which were too hea- 


vily attributed to the Method huh 
and Deeds of the Almighty Dec 
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Wherefore the expreſſions maſſe,,, 


rather paſs for a manner of ſpealyg,,.- 


(35) - 
ing whereby Holy Writ would 
more familiarly captivate hu- 
-" | mane Underſtanding, which can- 
> not apprehend or think of any 
Object or Exiſtency, in any con- 
5] fideration, that is not, ' more or 
le, within the Verge of Time 

TI as it is judg' dby the Undetſtan- 
T{ ding. So that where the Text 
C- cnumerat's 'Days 1+ which the 
ud Univerſe was compleated ; 'tis 
Ot not meant: as. if God had ſer a 
CO! rask upon himfelf, to be finiſh'd 
ul in any Jourhals of titie; becauſe 
Mthe Effect of his Eternal Deter- 
Vmination could haye no tempo- 
TH tary Epithite ; and therefore the 
ulyords of the Writer whereby 
Ko deliver; ' for the benefit of 
N0Ahumanc Capacity, the Infinite 
bt __ and- Operations - the 
nit, as temporarily pro- 

- toe'd: mubi be ſo nad bc- 
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cauſe impoſſible to be apprehens- 
ded in any other diale&t, and 
Man the Reader. 

Another Opinion the Theift 
obſerves, and much affected by 
modern Authors ; which 1s, that 
there was a material World in 
Being before it had the Date of 
Creation from the Pen of Moſes : | 
Afhrming, according to the no- 
ted Maxim, that of nothing, no- 
_ thing could be made ; and this 
original Matter,tho by them ſup-: 
poſs'd Corporcal, had no perfect. 


ſe 
Et 
(%'s 
re: 


compoſition till diſpoſs'd by Pro- 
vidence into ſuch bodily Pro-! 
portions and Forms 
nifeſt in the fupreamer and lower 
Regions of the Univerſe. In 


Cy | 


JUC 


hn 


this Chaos of Matter, in conſe-| fron 


quence to their Syſtem of t 


Worlds Production, muſt unde 


niably be granted a capacitative 
P<ng 


” 


| oj 
Ot 
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* (37) 
* | Being of Incorporeal Subſtances, 
| | as well as thoſe that appertain'd, 
| | as they Affirm, to the bulk of 
? | Matter, and by the ſame proceſs 
7 | receiv'd a future perfeftion : By 
© | which Conception of theirs they 
N | ſeem, abſurdly to complicate 
ff | Eccrnity of Matter, and Subſtan- 
5: \cesof all Kinds, whether Corpo- 
d- | real of Spiritual ; untill all of 
d-|them were ſubſequently com- 
US _ by Divine Ordination : 
P-'} but this Imagination tends not 
Ct} only to Aſſert a double Eternity, 
o-{by allowing a perpetual Exiſten- 
'O-'Jcy to Matter, as well as to the 
1a-JBeing of an Omnipotent Power, 
'rbut alſo by affirming that all 
Inghnigs were previouſly diſpoſs'd, 
{c-Ifrom ſomething, cither Corpore- 
ch or Spiritual, that was Incedent 
derfto their precedent Capacitics ; 
uVAbywhich they annex a tempora- 
ang —_ ry 


| CE i! 
ry Operation to the Works of | | 
the Almighty. Sothat, in effect, | t: 
they allow, inſtead of Creation, n 
no Other then a proyidential Al p 
tcration and Refinement of bo-Þ xc 
dily Parts,no leſs then Subſtances, I. & 
that were to be exalted to fpiri-] N 
tual Perfeftion. From which 
modalities, or manner of prece- 
dent and future Subliſtences,they 
derive their Tenents relating taf ag 
the Being of Angels, Spirits, off 
all degrees, with cvery thing M 
that has Being in the Viſible and] pl. 
Inviſible parts of the World. | fl 

And as their moſt Emphaticall hjs 
Argument, 1n reyerence to hug an 
mane Original, they plead tha th: 
Text of Scripture, where it 15 ſaid), 
T bat God form'd Man out of Clay ng 
as precedent Matter. cat: 

But this excludes not the Crey the 
ation of that Clay ſo wonderful, Jars 
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(39). 
ly Imprefsd by the Almighty as 
to ves the Figure o Hu 
manity ; unleſs they annex per- 

ity to Matter, which were 
to double Eternity, by affigning 
that Infinite Attribute no leſs to 
Matter then God: An abſurdiry 
condemn'd by the Doctrine of 
the Theiſt, as already Inſtanc'd ; 
who rather bcholds the Univerſe 
as the Object of his Adnuration, 
then undertakes to afſert by any 
Mcthod, that he can contem- 
plate, the Manner of its wonder- 
ful Exiſtence ; as not poſlible, in 
his Judgment, to conceive how 
any thing had precedent Being 
that is not manifeſt an a preſent 
Cauſe. Infomuch that he doubts 
not to affirm that had Man been 


{capable of apprehending how 


'rc 
ul 
l 


the World, with all the particu- 
lars it contains, was produc'd, 
D 4 there 
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compleat Structures, and Sub- 


ſiſtences that are yiſlible to the 


Eye. 

But ſince the whole with its 
wonderful Particulars arc within 
the Complex of a mighty Round 
more amazingly vaſt then can 
be Intelligently penetrated by 
humane Senſe, or the height of 
its Diameter meaſur'd by any 
Scale of Thoughts that can A- 
ſcend to the utmoſt Point of its 


fupream Cauſe : By the muni- | 


fence of the Omnuipotent we are 
In ijome ſort fanuliarly acquain- 


ted with miraculous Objects tho. 


not with their miraculous Au- 
| thor : 


© __ >. * 
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thor : And notwithſtanding that 
ſpiritual Efſences together with 
their admur'd Proprietics, arenot 
ſo readily defin'd, or themanner 
of their Exiſtence and Operati- 
ons, as Corporcal Beings, how- 
ever wonderful, that actually 
Imploy the Senſe as they ſym- 
——_—_ bodily Temperament, 
Parts, or Proportions, with thoſe 
of Mankind : Yet even of theſe 
wemay have ſuch real apprehen- 
ſions as admirably Approximate 
the, otherwiſe, remote ſpecula- 
tion or their Order,” Conduct, 
and Nature. Let the Example 
be taken from the Sun, and Stars, 


which the Theift rather deno- 
\nginates ſpiritual Appearances, 


| or equivalently ſuch, then any 


other definition, given of them, 


| by the greateſt Philoſopher ; and. 


that li- 


he may be well allowed 
berty 


(42). 
berty if he proves them equiva- 
lent intheir refin'd Numinations, 
Beings, and Motions, to ſuch 
ſtupendious Excellencics that can 
be no otherwiſe comprehended 


then as they arc cffecatiouſly | pt- 


ritual. 

The Grand Philoſopher Arifto- 
tle, (as before quored,) by theac- 
curencks of his Intellect, gives the 
Definition of quinteſſential Per- 
fetion to the Celeſtial Lumina- 
ries, which ſignifies a Fifth diffe- 
rent Efſence from any thing thax 
had any Ingredients of the Four 
Elements. -Burt had he as accu- 
rately conſider'd their wonderful 
Motions and Celerity, as they 
conſummate their Revolutions, 
he might have allow'd them the 
Epithites of ſpiritual Equiyalents, 


In every reſpect. 


The | 
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| apparent Motion. Ic bei 
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The beſt Account--that the 


'| moſt celebrated Aſtronomers 


can give of the Suns diurnal Pro- 


| grebs is that he exceeds. fifreen 


lions of £ng/i/h Miles. in the 


4 four and twenty Hours; and 
| conſequently, that in one Mi. 


nute of Time his expedition 1s 
ſomewhat more then | eleven 
Thouſand a Hundred and eleven 
Miles of the ſame Account : 
Which incomprehenſible ſwift. 
neſs ſeems liker to yaniſhing then 
Im- 
pate for -any thing that: has 
dily Compoſition to move 
with that Celirity, becauſe what. 
ſoever has Corporcal Parts muſt 
take up ſpace, and therefore 
move by flower Degrees and 
Computations then inthe Exam- 
ple given of the Suns accelerati- 

on; Nor is there any Individual 
. Motion, 
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Ts | 3 
Motion, within the Circle of the | 
Univerſe, below the Orbs above} 
that has any competent Simili- 
rude to their admirable Move- $3 
ments. The haſty Currents © le 
the Ocean, or wings of the lou- th 
deſt Winds are ſlow, in their << 
utmoſt Expiditions,” and fo areJ® 
the moſt ſudden flaſhes of Light- 
ning ; if compar'd with one mo- 
ments Journey of the Celeſtial 
Spheres, | 

And what is of higher Admi- 
ration, were it fo decreed by 
Providence, 'tisas poſſible for rhe 
San to finiſh his diurnal Revo- 
lution in the ſame Minute of 
Time, thatthe Aſtronomers al- 
lot to the Miles above mention'd, { 
asfor a Thought, that is ſpirited 
by the Soul, to Imagine, in a 
moment, a Methemarical Line 
extended from the! Ealt point 

(9 


(45) 
telto the Weſt of the Horri- 


ve j ZON. 
ili- 4 And thus-may the wondrous 
ve: L Acceleration of the Sun be no 
of flefs preſpicuouſly contemplated, 
1- Ithen, in an Inſtant, may be per- 
eipcciv'd any Ray of his arrive to 
are Je Eye. | 
he- 4 But ſhould any ſolid Body, 
\o. [whether little or great, be ſu 
ial Jpogd to move, with the ſwifteſt 
Imagination, from any one Point 
1j-Jof the Compaſs to another  'its 
by {dimenſions of Length, Breadth, 
he Jand Height, both in a Phiſophi- | 
o- cal and Mathematical Senſe, 
of would have local remoyes, or 
a]- Itranſition from place to place 
14,"4by ſuch parts of Time as: can - 
ed Jhayc no comparative Proportt- 
2 Jon to the Inſtance already given, 
of the Suns momentary Celerity, 
 Ithen tis poſſible to paralk} - 


| ( 46.) 
ſtart of a Thought to the mc4? 
ſures Of bodily Motion. 

From whence it follows, that 
if the durnal Revolution of the 
Sun 3s 1n every particle of Time, 
miraculous ; a more then ord1- 
nary definition ought to be al- 
low'd to his Revolution and Ef- 
ſence. No-one viſible Radiati- 
on of the Sun but reſembles, as 
the learned in Opticks deliver, 
aGeometrical Line: But becauſe 
no ſuch:Lane can be the Object' 
of Sight, but as it ſcerris to have: 
Corporeal Breadth : It hasthere- 
fore pleas?d- Divine Providence 
ſo comfortably ro HWaminate 


the World, that every Bean) 


” 


tranſmitted by the Sun, 1s viſt- 
ble with his Figure, tho his EC 
ſence be not more underſtood; 
by any deftnicive Term, then the! 
Miracle of his Light and _— 

n 
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On which ground, the Thei/t 
conceives it very {ignificant to 
attribute, inſtead of other de- 
nomination, the Equivalency of 
firitual appearances to the Sur 
and Stars, as ſuitable to undeni- 
able Proprictics in them, where- 
by is apprehended that ſpiritual 
Exiſtencies may be ſeen, tho 
not underſtood j yet.by their 
Viſibility directed, asthe ſhining 
guides of Providence,, to Imar- 

ine more excellent Beings in 


| the Supream Palace of. the Al 
mighty. 


ext to the Itmmenſe pro- 


| greſſions af the Stars and pla- 


nitary Orbs, that compleat the 
Twenty-four-hourly Pcriods of 


{ the Day.: The Theiſt as fully 


admires the ſudain diverſity of 
their Longiudes, Latirudcs, Ex- 
centricitics, Oppolitions Con- 
junctions, 


(48) 
jutiftions, direct, or Retrograde; 
eogether with their various 
Heights and Diſtances from the 
Centre of the Earths ſuperficics : 
Todemonſtrate all which,would 
require a large Aſtronomical 
Syſtem. ec - 

Wherefore the Theift annexeth 
to the diurnal, his additional 
Wonder to what may be uſually 
inferr'd from obſervation of the 
Suns' Annual Motion, by which 
thevaſt Orb of Light, and the 
Worlds miraculous Eye, beholds 
its Brightneſs forward and back- 
ward remoy'd; ſwifter then can 
be Inſftancd by Thought, yet 
with no contradiction to Time ; 
tho without the Suns contra- 
dictory Motion ncitherthe hours [| 
of the Day or Year could be'Þic 
numberd: - If by his glorious 
diurnal progreſs he ſumms wu 

| ons 
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5 lions of Degrees forward, he 
g | moves, inthe fame Compaſs of 
« | Time, ſomewhat leſs then one 
Degree backward towards the 
4 | gradual finiſhing of the Eclip- 
i] Juck Year: In-which, as ſo ma- 
ny periodical Bleſſings of Pro- 
4 Ividence, the Elementary Round 
at jof the Univerſe has preſervation, 
ly [= alſo the Life, Growth, and 
16 [Subliftence of its Innumerable 
-þ Undividuals. From whence the 
he heiſt has reiterated aflurance 
ds {that the Sun and Stars, as to 
{- heir undefinable Eflence and 
2n Motion, may be term'd, (as 
ret Þctore lnſcrted,) ſpiritual Equi- 
e; Falents ; ſince no. Corporeal 
ra- Movement can poſſbly pertorm, 
ars $1 all its Parts, too contrary Mo- 
be'fions in the ſame Inſtant of 
Jus Ime. 

ail 
ons E But 
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Bus whatſocver may be faid 
to have a ſpiritual Operation; . 
cannot be circumſcrib'd by place,] * 
or inthe Phraſe of the Schools] ? 
have the Epichite of privs and 
pofterins m Morion ; wheretfc q 
the Miracle, not otherwiſe tof©* 
gwen _ wh a> q- 
ind compar'd to the expanſion} ** 
this way, and that way, of al ”” 
Thought, or as one may con: Ou 
ccive, as precedently mention'd W 
a Geometrical Line extended{P<* 
to any eiſtance, forward : got 
backward by the ſwiftneſs' of5** 
Imagination. And whofocvef”©! 
would oppoſe the dcfininic of] 
here given, as it relates to mof!''© 
tional Bcings above, the 7hez** 


ift leaves him, to the Inc "As 
{ition of his Brain, to find $?!"! 
better. ph 

ſer 


dents 
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In the mean while, 'tis very 
manifeſt, that By no Speculation 
of theirs they can give any no- 
-q| inal Definition, whereby they 
; _ ſignificantly extricate the 
A difficulaes; they are under, by 
ecadeavournig to compute the 
on] Yonderfu] Motiofisaboye other- 
c o Viſethenrasthey allow Corporeal 
Subſtances to the Suh and Scars : 
Which tho miraculouſly ap- 
zlpcaring Effectually ſuch, becauſe 
Jotherwiſe Mcn and Creatures 
could not have the bencfit of 
Stheir Illuminanons; Hear, and 
- Influence : Yet, (for the Reaſons 
—epircady given,) the Theiſt affirms 
hat as in their Motions, and 
Operations, they are virtually 
4 Jpiritual; or which 13 all one 
 Fith the Deniominarion, (before 
fſerced, ) of ſpiritual Equiva- 
nts: Notwithſtanding, that for 
E 2 the 
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the advantage of humane per- 
ception and Commoditics of: 
Life, they ſeem to be corpore-! 
ally diſcernable. - And no Man 
can affirm that the Omnipotent 
diſpoſer of the Univerſe, with 
all its appurtenances, could nor, 
by miraculous Benevolerice, con- T 
ferr bodily appearance on Ex-| ,. 
iſtencies that, conſider'd in them- 
ſelves, were diſtiture of Viſible 
Beings. oe) | 
Bur ſince the Motions of the] « 
Celeſtial Orbs muſt evidently ” 
relate to th:ir Manner of Exiſt- I 
ence and Eſſence, the T heift un- 2 | 
dertakes to demonſtrate the Af . 
fcrtion from the moſt Erudite 
and accurate Aſtronomical Sy hi 
items. | . 
Let the Copernican Hypotheſ - 
becauſe 1n this Age, of greatel TR 
Repute, be made the Example *? 
by 


( 
[ 
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by which *ris alledg'd, as the 
moſt facile proof, that the Sun 
ſtands as the looker'- on, in his 


| Sphere, whilſt the Earth per- 


forms the diurnal and- annual 
Revolution, which Ptolomy, and 
Tycho, with other learned Ob- 
ſervators, Attributed to the Sun : 
Tho it be well known that Co- 
pernicus deriv'd his Hypotheſis 
from Antient Pythagoras, who, 
Imagin'd the Earth to be a Pla- 
net betwixt Mars and Venus, and 
ſome of his Succeſlors. 

' Notwithſtanding, it mult be 
granted that the Ingenuity of 
Copernicus added fome ' Refine- 
mentto the Tenent of the Earths 
Motion : Yet rather taken up by 
him, as he apprehended it more 
aptly Coherent with Aſtrono- 
mical computations then rcally 
his belicf : As appears by rhe 
= E 3 Dedication 


4g. - ak 
Dedication of his Works to an 
Eminent Cardinal. 

' The Figure defcrib'd by tho 
Farth,in her dyirnal and annual 
Revolution, was circular, accor: 
ding to Copernicus; And herein, 
except in his Hypothe/is,he differ'd 
neither fram Ptolomy or Tycho, 
as they determwn'd to the Sun 
and Stars circular Mations, but 
Kepler, who liv'd after the late 
of theſe, appropriated to the 
Earth an Elipſical Reyolutien, 
whence he Imply'd that thq 
Earth is of the Shape of an Elip- 
fis : Which if truce of the Farths 
Figure, the fame might be al- 
low'd to be deſcrib'd by hep 
Motion ; becauſe no Corporeal 
Subſtance can move, but it muſt 
neceſſarily afſimulate its out- 
ward Form and Proportion : Sg 
if a Rokr be tury'd on the 
Ground 


-—. 


bed + to FIT” = 
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UN} Ground it will Impreſs, if there 
diſcernable, is figurative Re- 
the preſentations belides abundance 
ual of 'Examples that might; be gi- 
ory ven to the fame purpaſc. 
Ns But as for the Incommenſu- 
Fd rable boundary of the Univerſe, 
#9,1 tis doubtleſs circular becauſe 
wn! the maſt perfect of Figires : In 
ut| which chere is no point of its 
lt Beginning or End, if conſider'd 
thel ;n its ſclf ; and chercfore by its 
PMN admirable Propricty more ſuita- 
tha bly circumſcrib'd the World 
'P”| with all the Wonders compre- 
thel hended in it 
al-} How the Earth, if fuppoſsdto 
KT move can, in its total Complex, 
Al) be properly rterm'd either Glo- 
aſt bolouſly round, as Copernicus 
tj Syſtemartically allow'd, or a Co- 
df nical ſolid, in the Form of an 
ie Elipſis, as moſt of the Jate Co- 
id E 4 pernicans 


(36) 


pernicans, Imagine; Is far from 
being Corobarated by any ſer- 
ſible Demonſtration : But ra 
ther, on the contrary, occular- 
ly confuted by viewing of the 
diffcrent Scituationsth the Earth 
of Hills,.: Mountains, Valleys, 
Rocks, Woods, Seas, Rivers} r: 
and the le: Which-cannot, ap-} a 
parcntly be circumfcribd by a4 . 
ny Figure that can be nam'd} 
Gcometricaily Regular. 

And if granted,that the Earth 
docs'move, in any'method they 
delineate, they produce no proof 
that 1t viſibly | ws ſo : 'Inſtcac 
of which they undertake to ſup 
poſe that 1t may have the Moti4 
on they aſſign to it, inſtead off 
the "Sun, and not be ſeen tc 
move, according to the notec 
Yerle 1n Virgil. tt 


Provehimur 


cac 
up 
oti4 
ot; 
rc 
tec 
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Us7) 
. —Provehimur porttt, -teraſque 
wrbeſque Recedwnt. 


_ Yetthis 15: cheir firmeſt Argu- 
ment whereby. chey would per- 
ſwade opinon, that'the: Eye- 15 
not ſo certain; in beholding rhe 


riſing and-ſetring -of ithe Orbs 


-} above, as'their ine; 


- "The mainAllegation by which 
they ſeem: not only! to warrant 
the Earths Motion; : wall Capa- 
citics, Inſtead of the Sun ; bur 
alſo to deny. diurnal! Revoluti- 
on, both tothe fix'd Stars and 
Planets, as they only-appropri- 
ate to the Monion of the - Earth, 
the twenty, four Hours that ter- 
manate the natural Day ; 18, that 
if diurnal Circulation be granted 
tO the ſupream 'Sphere 'of Stars, 
they muſt expedite, according 
© Aſtronomical compuration, 
| 64.3009 
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643000 German Miles in'a Mo- 
ment, -\0x::two Seconds of an 
Hour: As alſo that the Planer 
Sqaturn nexteo them, 1 the vaſt- 
nels of tyis” Orb and Herghr, 
muſt Revolve gog of thoſe Miles 
by the ame Meaſure and Conr 
= of 'Fime. © All which may 

'tho confefledly won; 
dertul, if allowed to «44 Stars, 


as beforc deſcribd, Motion and 


Effence equivalently - ſpiritual , 

that like the: cranſition of a mo» 
mentary heres. -—- ſpirited by 
the Soul, may ſurpaſs any di- 
ſtance, or ras Pr of Miles "tha 
can be compured, as has been 


ceoccianiyintanct and would [\ 
_ to: ns Reperition {? 


ain mention'd. 

* Whertor ſhould: any In- 
r of this Trearife ſhock at 

Oe Epi of ſpiritual _— 


cncy 


—_  - 
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lency attributed to the adagira- 
ble Expedition of the 
Lununarics z he ought to con- 
ſider that Words devisd, where 
the-Subject treated on is not in it 
ſelf exaftly Intelligible, may 
have the requiſnts of a Definition, 
if thereby probably open'd to 
che underſtaqding,of whatſoever 
had been more obſcure wich- 
our it. | 

Nor can the Importancy of 
the Authors ſuppaſiuon, on this 
ſublime Account, be farther cax- 
able then Aſtronomical Pheno- 
menas Antient or Madern, if 
with the likeneſs of proof, In- 
vented by chem, they compute, 
- arder = poonce within = 

ompals maginary Rules, 
vhat had clo CRY bound- 
leſs for humane Science. 


'Tis 
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.- Tis not to be doubted that 
the Copernicans will be- oppoſers 
of the manner of the Syſtem; 
deliver'd hererclating'to che Ef- 
fence and Motions: of the Stars 
ot every Denomnnation,” by rea- 
fon that the groſly conceive that 
they arc of a Corporcal Nature 
as well as the Earth, which they: 
have Elevatcd into the room of 
a Planet betwixt the Sphere of 
Mars and Venus, according to 
the Tenents of Pythagoras, (as 
before obſerv'd:) For which 
they give no better account then 
that the:Body of the Earth, rc- 
puted by. Aſtronomers at leaſt, a 
Hundredand ſixty fix times lefler 
then the appearing dimenſions of 
the Sun, may ſooner Revolve 
a cleven Thouſand one Hundred 
and cleven' of our [Miles in a 
Minute, then the Greater Body, 


| 


as 


C46) 
as they call it, of the San: Tho 
hard ro apprehend how eitherof' 
them, in a Corporeal Senſe, can 
expedite thgt Celerity in the ſame 
Portion of Time: For the 
Earth however diminutive, if 
compar'd with the Sun, yer as 
to common Underſtanding, and 
che Mcaſure that 1s allow'd irs 
Compaſs, 1t ſeems too big in a- 
ny Figure, to Anſwer the Te- 
nents of the Copernicans by the 
twiftneſs of its Progreſſion 1n a 
temporary Period ſo. very ſmall. 
And as they cannot but acknow- 
ledge the Movement wonderfal, 
whether allotted ro the Sun or 
Earth, ſo it may be undeniably 
a-like, in cither of them, if 
proceeding from a miraculous 
Caulc. 
Nor does it appear, if gran+ 
ted the Theorem of the Earths 
Motion, 
oO 
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Motion, that cither Copermicus; 
or the moſt diligent of his Aſtro- 
nomical Saeceffors tave by any 
exaCtneſs m therr Corgputations, 
excecded ſuch as have beert per- 
form'd by the Prolomaick or 
or Tyconique Method ; the latter 
of which perfons ſtands at this 
Day, morc renownl'd for his a&- 
curate Obſcrvations, thari any, 
that can be for any- other pre- 
tended, if compar'd with his. 

But becauſe Demonſtration 
isa farcr proof then can be de- 
duc'd from the greateſt Proba- 


bility of Argument: Ler ir be. 
granted that the Sun as well as 
the Earth; has bodily Parts, ac- \ 


cording to the Copernican Scnſc, 

and Hypothefis ; as alfo-that the 

Sun isthe Center of of the Earth : 

Or that the Earth; as others af- 

firm, 15 the Center of the __ 
A 


mh. 


S220 Ppb,H Rug 
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And let bothof them: Figure, 
be ackno dCircalar. 
By the Diagram, here annex'd,; 
'will be manifeſt, that if both of 
them be ſuppoisd-at once to 


| move,ſujtableto theSyſtems,here 


mention'd, of bath Parties, twill 
mc they wi y fini 
p01 


one Revo 


Wherefore in this Diagram, 
kt A, B, M, C, D, Repreſcntthe 
diurnal Orb of the Sun ; And 
{&t E, F, G, H, be the ſuppoſs'd 
diurnal Orb of the Earth, and 


TS be the common Center of 


both their Orbs : *'Twill be found 


| by certain Proportion, that un 
|| the ſame Compaſs of Time, 


however vaſt the ſpace that the 
Earth can be Imagin'd to move 
from: F,. to N,  m che. fams 

| Time 


"CORE! 
Time themuch' greater. Orb of, 
the Sun- may Revolye. from B 
dM. ot rnuiniitt 


D 


The Demonſtration in' Words are 
thus. x en 


In Parallel Circles, -as the Se F d 


mudiameter of one, - 1s to che ror 


Senudiameter 
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Semidiameter of the other, (> is 
ſine, ' vers'd fine, iſubrenſe of 
, Jone Circle, tro. the right ſine, 

yers'd fine; ſubtenſe. of the 0- 
Jeher - According to.che 11 Prop. 
*Yof the 7, Book of Euclid, ind 
- Iconfirmd'by the 4 of the 6, for 
sSF:PP::SB:BK: the Tri- 
angles gh F and SK B are 


EquiangJed, the Anglea $ com- 
Þ-non toborb, and right. Angled 
at P and*K, and therefore the 

ird equal in. both,” as alſo the 
ſides proportional :* The ſame Js 
demonſtrable of ether of -the 0- 
her Triangles. . 


I To makeall whichevident to 
re Bcnſe, let a ſmall Thread be fa- 

end or held in the Center S, 
.. þ2d move the ather end of it 
4 From B co M, it ſhall as ſoon 
Foe to the greater ſpace B M, 
"RI F as 


& 04 
as to the leſſer ,F N, which was 
to be prov'd ; and the ſame may | : Py 
be Afﬀrm'd of F G, in 1n thz F 
Triangle S, F, G, or of B C, 1n yn 
che greateſt Triangle . S, B, GC. | © 
Wherefore the Sun may as foon 
Revolye from B, to M, as the 
Earth can from F, to N, if Th 
both be granted to move, at Þ_* 
once by the ſame Cauſe; And | - / 
what can. be appli'd to both, if | , .: 
ſuppoſs'd to'be mov'd togteher, | -. ; 
ought to be ſeparately allow'd | 
the Sun. as more ſuitable to oc- | 
cular Evidence. g_ 


Wherefore the Theiſt con- |. 4 
cluds, this ſecond Head of this fr 
Treatife, with demonſtrative aſ- S 
ſurance that the Copernicans arc,| Fe 
no leſs Confutcd as they would . 
Imagine that the Earth moves, | 


Inſtead of the Sun, then they, or, % i 


& ( 
any I: ::: 
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any other oppoſers 'muſt be, 


it controdiftory to any ' of his 


former Principles rationally af- 
ſcrred, 


— Emm— 


:1The Third Particular ex- 
| - Plicating the Faith of the 
|. Theiſt; and his Manner 
, | - of Adoration, redounding 
1.\ 


from thence, 


11S not Joobred by the 
Theift, that it has been CE 
| prov'd in the be nning 
Is Treatiſe, that the ope R 
Cartfes” and Effets 'of Divine 
: rovidence {cn{ibly beheld in the 
-prdain'd, *Conſticution of the 
t Umverſe; and all its Parts, as 
bv ihany undeniable publicati- 

F s ONS 
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ons that ought to Convict the | 4b 
Revercnce of tne humane Soul, ſhe 
in Reference to the Worſhip of] the 
Omnipotency ; could by no o-| PE! 
ther m-ans then by micaculous| ho 
Order and vilible Deeds; be ſa[tcl 
familiarly communicated to theſ on: 
preceptioa of * Mankind; alt| ' 
which has been precedently Ex-fInf 
plain'd. © 437 of 

And whoſocyer' denies that|ſur. 
holy Belicf, may not, in that|in | 
Method, be perſpicuiouſly* ex-) Fac 
erted, muſt ' have recourſe tofAln 
ſuch Relations of Divine WorſMa: 
ſhip as cannot, in their Nature oth 
excccd moral Certainties, orthg bent 
Effc&ts of Cuſtome and. Eduſſccr 
cution.; which, 'in their utmoſforhe 
extent, have leſs affurance thajoug 
15 cyident in the, Proof of. anythe / 
one Propoſition of the Elgvery 
ments of Euclide: And *rwet 
| abſur 


( 69.) 
\c|abſard to imagine. that a Man 
ſhould be more able to explain 
of | the Propertres of a Line, or ſ1- 
»| perficies, then to Demonſtrate 
15] how hecomes by that main Ar- 
ſa|ticle, of his Creed, the belicf of 
hel one God.” 

alt! Wherefore the Theift,. as an 
x-[[nfallible Motive to the .duty 
of his Faith, has fuperlative af- 
at|ſurince. conſpicuouſly aflerted 
atſin the miraculous Condut, 
x-| Facts, and Munificence of the 
to Almighty, without the help of 
214 Man as his ſubordinate Tutor ; 
rel otherwiſe then as it is Imcum- 
i bent 02 che more aſhduous di- 
In{ſccrnments of fone ro remind 
offothers of the pious tegard they 
ought to. have to Works of 
wthe Almighty, ſo manifeſt co c- 
lg very Eye. wt 


IT 
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Whereas, other perſw2ſions, 
rogether with their undiſcerna 
ble motives, or ſuppoſitious Do: 
Arins, convey'd, and impos'd 
by the Intereſted diverlities of 
humane Allowance,, make their 
obſcurc Entrance into the Soul 
of the believer, and by their fcr- 
mented oppoſitions inftigate po- 
lemick Diſputes with ſuch dread- 
ful Animoſitics as patroniſe War 
and Dcſtraction, whereby they 
may juſtly be decm'd, inſtead of 
Religions,the Incendiarics of vio- 
lence and blood : Which ſan- 
ouine Impicties, or (deſtroying 
of Liveson the account of con: 
teſted or uncertain Tenents, are 
wholly avoided by the Principles, 
of the Theiſt, no leſs-Impoſlible. 
to bcoppos'dthenif Men ſhould 
deny the Being of the muracu- 
- Work vu OO ROY 
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Gifts 'of © Providence which they 
have Eycs to b:hold. | 


” But rhe Theft is not deſirous 
farther ro enlarge or apply, what 
might be ſaid oh this occaſion, 
leaſt” he ' ſhould provoke Men 
of words, or ſuch that with 


| morePallion then Senſe, would 
7] be his wrangling oppoſers. 


If he Affirms that the Uni- 
verſe is the mediate Object of 
his devotion to theOmniporent ; 
he does not therefore conclude 
that che World was produc'd or 
Man in it, as if any glory, by 
either, or both, could be added 


| to God, who 1s Etcrnally glori- 
fied in himſelf ; and not ar all 


by conſtituting, in a direct Inter- 


| Pretariony the ſpecies of Man- 


nd, ſo wickedly temper'd and 
compos'd in Body and Mind; 
| F 4 and 


{ 172 D, 
and with that generality. too, 
- thar the Rolls of . che; lmp+ 
ous are numberleſs, 'in every 
conſideration, .compar'd, with 
the few good: Inſomuch, that 
ſome have. attributed the: pro- 
duttion of Man, to an agcidental 
abcrration - of Nature, ;.in the 
Courſe of her Works; or her 
Ambition, by that Enormity, 
to raiſe humane Individuals that 
ſhould be wickedly predominant 
over themſelves .and the reſt of 
her Creatures: Wherefore they 
conclude that Mankind. had as 
corrupt a beginning as 'tis con- 
tinu'd in too many Notorious 
Examples of Life and Death : 


As Alſo that they could not. be. 
Creatures allow'd by the Almigh»/ 


ty to preſciit him with the Ad& 
dreſs of their praiſe or Prayer... 


\ To 
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'To., which the, -Theift- Replys; 
that it. cannot be denicd:that 

vaſt : Troops .of ,.the; Wicked 
abundantly ./.ayer-number the 
Gogd.; Nocwithſtanding, their 
facinoutous :Dceds aboliſh not 
the rational-Capacitics they have 
ro, amend, or to. be inform'd by 
tacdiſfcrect Integrity ofthe better 
principicd few.: So that /tis either 
for want of diligent Inſtructors, 
or.as they arc not incourag'd, as 
thzy; ought ro: be, in applying 
ther aſldurty to impreſs Divine 
Morahties 3 whereby multicudes 
might be render'd more propitt- 
ou{ly devour; and therefore. not 


\mecrly the natural Inclinations 
and Tempers of Men that. cau- 


ſcch/ their averſnelſs from Piery 


- [and Obedience. 


And 


(74) 

And till Rulers of People are 
lefs blemiſh'd by ther Principles 
and Actions, and more advan- 
tageons Examples of ' eminent 
Goodnefs to ſuch they gavern, 
there will be bur ſmall progreſs 
cowards a general Redrefs * ' By 
reaſon that where Men can be 
beneficially countenanced m be- 
ing bad, they will ſeldom Im- 
prove, by their worldly loſs, to 
che benefit of their Souls. 

In fine, ſhould a Man, ac- 
cording to the laſt Inſtance, think 
himſelf beholding, to his blind 
expreſſion of Nature forall ; or 
what is more, beſo ungratiouſly 


thoughtleſs as in no manner of 


notion to be thankfully accoun- 
cable for his Being, or the bene- 
fits of Life enjoy'd by him : 'Tis 
very probable that ſuch a perſon, 
if mention'd to him, that : 
mu 
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muſt be ſome beneign Caufe that 
had given. him his Iatelle&tual 
facultics above other Animals, 
and likewue..capacities of Mind 
to ſubjugate them, 1n diyers 
kinds, for his uſe and ſybliſtance, 
would acknowledge, . by fome 
Denomimatian or Method, that 
he ought to give thanks, as well 
as pray that the Commodities 
of -Life might be continu'd to 
him here, tho. he belicy'd no- 
thing of a-future World : And 
therefore; dereſtable Inconſide- 
ratenels in ſuchas appear neither 
Profelites, to Reaſon, or Reli- 
g1ON. 

Others: there are, and of ac- 
cute perception, that want no 
diligence in obſerving the Di- 
vine Conductand Order diffuſs'd 
throughout-the Univeaſe and all 
Its. Particulars : Who notwith+ 

ſtanding 


(76) 


ſanding cheir uemoſt endeavour; 
arcata ſtand, becauſe they Judge 
that they cannot difcern in the 
open face of Providence other 
then the univerſality of tempora- 
ry living and dying, with theif 
appurtenancies, as they relate 
to every Individual of Life: And 
therefore conclude that Mortali- 
ty 15 the total end of Mankind; 
there being nothing, as they 
Conceive, 1n any methad of Pro- 
vidence, that gives any aflurance 


of ſurviving after Death,or appa® 
rent Being of Immortality. *'** 


But Men, of this gems, 


whilſt they 1imploy the inquiſitive. 


ſubclities of their Brain below 


themſelves, omit the Judgment | 


they might receive from ther 
Eyes intaking their proſpect up- 
wards; by which they might 
vilibly apprehend that the Skies 

- ' nl 
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are. adorn'd with, numberlefs 
Stars, that'by-no humane obſcr- 
vation had ever any a'tcration,or 
periods Incident to diſſolution : 
And. therefore ſo many admira- 
ble Emblems of th: Immortali- 
ty: that has Being in. them ; as 
by. the Efſential proprieties of 
their Nature, Figure, Continu- 
ance, and Motion, 1s yery ma- 
nitcſt ; and it has been percinent- 
ly.prov'd;: in the ſecond Particu- 
lae...of this. Treatiſe, that a 
Thought of the Mind can reſem- 
ble, by ſuddaiq. expedition, the * 
ſwiftelt Acceleration of- a Star : 
nd may not therefore the Soul 
t - Man, . from! whence ſuch 


Thought proceeds, be as Im- 
mor 


| as the brighteſt, of the 
Orin abovs. way 2 
And thus may be. cncourag'd- 


ug 2 | ought 


(RE. 
oughr to have of endlebs Life and | 5 
PerfeCtion ;. ſince bythe Diſpen- | 
fation of the Aimighey there 1s | ,- 
; Immortality beheld in the Lu- | ,; 
minaries of Day -and Night + |; 
And why the humane Soul ſhould | j,. 
not be granted as capable of E- | ' 
verlaſtmg ſubſiſtence 1s nor .to' | ,1, 
be diſprov'd ? 111 | 
Too many there are,” that by |. 
their infamous Converſation, | &. 
and Lives are ſo far from me-. | 
riting a mention inthe refind' 
Liſt of Immortality, as they 
deſerve' not to enjoy the\come. |... 
mon benefits of worldly Life%' 
Whilſt in- Soul .chey pofſeſs' |}! 
ſo uncomfortable x Being, that” |». 
by ' Reaſon of their 17. F | 
ties, 'tis' their utmibſt wiſh that 
Mortality may be their Period. 
Wherefore chey Judge that*ris |q, 
no Intereſt+ ro their” Lives* to 
3:12 pray 


ay. ed een he en i Ryerg 3x in 


6.4 40 
pray, unleſs their fupplications 
mughr be admutted, whereby they 
would be cxcmpted from Death, 
and. continu'd as bad as they 
are; and ſo they arc here left to 
themſelves, till they think fir to 
be better. _. ne 

And now to. conclude with 
the Method of the Thei/i's De- 
votion, to which he conceves he 
has ſo many palpable motives 
from the bountics of the, Al- 
nughty to the Life he poſlctleth, 
and whatſoever tends to his com- 
fort in Body and Mind, that he 
were guilty, of aſloathful Impic- 
ty, ſhould he nor. acknowkd 
his, chankfulneſs with bis, daily 
Bread 3, and the more, becaulc 
frequently beftow'd by the mcr: 


cies of providence. 


* As to his manner. of Praycr, 
the Theift aftigqs ,1« infeparably 
Sh 4nncaed 


(86). 
annexed to the Entirengſs of his 
Belief and Method of Devotion; 
which he conceives .cannot have 
a morcrefin'd Evidence,than that 
it perfectly avoids all diſputable 
Commuxture'or Impurity from 
any Notions of Erronius Faith,or 
their Parcels of Belicf complica- 
tcd, or interrmix'd with thediffus'd 


Crecds of ſome others : Where- 


fore he conſiders his Perſuaſion as 


an infallible Purity, .'or rcfin'd | 
Nature of Belict, abſolutely con- | 


commitant with the Worſhip of 
one God, palpably Revycal'd in 
che - ſtupendious Bemg of his 


Works, and: the Conduct off |! 


Provide viſible in thetti; ori 
which account, it is impoffible 
to add, to ſo many Supcrlative* 
Convictions of-the Sonl, any” 
pattildar Accitle of Faith? thay 
151cfs manifeſt chan the Miracles 


18/0 


of | 


(®) 
of . Qmanipotency.. perſpicuouſly 
ere throughout the total 
Fabrick. of the Univerſe, as it 
comprehends the Wonders be= 
held aboye and below. 


|; And as, Divine Admiration 
 |muſt; neceſſarily produce Reve- 
| {rence from the humane Soul ; 
/ [tis no_ lefs undeniably conſe- 
. |quent, that an Eternal Conyicti- 
on, by aftual Wonders, is a 
Motive above all others, wheres 
by 1s Effectcd the Picty of De- 
votion confirm'd by the bare- 
fac'd Miracles of the Worid, and 
its Univerſal Providence: On 
= Bafis, by the acknowledg- 


a coca. 


* 


nent-of the 7 heiſt, docs conlait 
']the common Place of his Relt- 
1 gion, ' as has been preecdently 
Inſtanc'd, 


G *Þ 


wo 
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If other Devotions! have cn- 
larg'd their Creeds beyond ofien 
Miracles, or as they _ m Et- 
feft, ſo many providentr Sis 


P 
poſals of Worſhip Univerſatly 
Evident from the time that Man- 
kind had Being in the World, 
the Progreſſion of fuch Beliefs 
could have no other Riſe then 
as they were ſupposd to be Re- 
 veal'd to particular Perfons : 
And were more or [fs valu'd, 
by Men that duely confider'd the 
original Start, or Commencement 
of different Perſuaſion, * as the 


Authors, or firſt Propapaters of| 


j 


ordinary Prudence, \Moralitie 
of Life, and holy Converſation 
Or ſignally Celebrated for mira- 
culousDeedseonceiv'd tobe pr6- 
duc'd by them ; andconſquent- 
ly, by. Education and Cuſtome 


them, were rehown'd-fo = ? 


deſcended, £ 


W—_ 


T7 TE. -. 
deſcended, fo repured, to Poſte- 
rity.. | | x, | 


Inumerable Exanzples might 
be. given, 'of thus | kind; . froin 
undoubted Stories of Ages paſt ; 
but none-moere remarkably. An- 
tient, or of longer continuance 
then the groſs, or horrible Im- 
piety; thar. Worſhpt the Al- 
mighty in the Perſons of Men 
or,like to an Arithmerical Fracti- 
on of 3, diyided Godſhip by con- 
cciving/1t. Infus'd mto humane 
Body. - Fr 


7 And thus did not a few of the 


; Antients , who attributed to he- 


roick Perſons, and famous Faun- 


ders of ; piqus Infticutions.and 


Precepts,; the Titles of Detny- 
gods: 'Notas they belicy'dthem 
fuch, but as tha Sgnal Exam- 
' G 2 plcs, 


(94). 

ples, and Sacred Ordinations, 
could not have ſufficient Repu- 
tation without a ſublime Epi- 
thite: And-the more 'pardona- 
ble in thoſe-Aarhors, becauſc no 
better meanes was known to 
them whereby Mankind might 
beinduetd to- Holy Obedience 
and the Sacred Duty that apper- 
tain to civil Society and'Goyern® 
ment. L. 


But as the Intention might be; 
in ſome reſpetts, pardonable, 
the Conſequence was highly pers 
nitious to the Devotion and 
Peacc of Men 3 as one fellow or 


other, in ſeveral Ages:of the. 


World, preſum'd to be-lnfpir'd 
with Celeſtial Dictares :. 'Or for 
more ſupreme Confirmation of 
his Doctrine attributed Divi 
ty to himſelf ; whenhe obſerv'd 


that | 


{ 
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that Mca were opxedulouscnou gh 
tQ believe him. .!. < 

But. theſe c —_ ſignific no 0- 
he then ſo ps o FAneriy 'd; bo 
poſtorages,  and.; were by 
grees, axrardingly diſcover'd, as 
may be obſcrv'd {from Stories, 
| wi which the Theift does,..in 


no kind,, 1ntermax, Chriſtianity; 
notwithſtanding 3 it. has Ho: that 


Denomination, with his own; 
It being}. e,; that; che 
Belicf of one God was a Pri- 
mitive. Mative,;that had-, its O- 
Wing: wh yt wg of. rhe 
id,”,.and - therctore; | Prece- 
dent 40, all ſubſequene Wot- 
ſhips. woa 'b047) to 
Bur Toa, he, 'Frofilſion of 
Chriltiauisyopa deliver's by the 


G 3 Preaching 


C86) 
Preaching and Writings of Hot 
ly Perſons, who by-the ſim: 
plicity of their Lives and Con- 
verfation 'could have no':ſuch 


Indire&t Efnds'and Intereſts that 
might dere 
rance, 'cotieciv'd by them, / of 
wharſocver they Atteſted® 'The 
Theift docs; no'ways;' detract 
from the? Goodneſs" of:theit 
-> oro ;and the! 

c' it has an agreeable" 'ex- 
elncy wi the eſt Text 
of Devine Providence-- 1134 ; 


' /For' Ft 6: Devine Cloinm 
Moral, 2' Uunpatallcl'd by other 
Perſuaſions, that 'Deeds 
ate to be-dbne';' 
of Goad, notwithſtanding the 
unworthineſs of the Receiver: 


8 by the 'Condudt 'of 


Proy1 
hee Irs! Munificente'is-vilibh 
© 7. diffusd 


rather be- | 
| 


te-from - the-afſux . 


| 


56 the ſale} fo 


diffus'y t@ all Stations of Man- 
kind, however: deſercleſly per- 
ceivd-and injoy;d by them. 
N 115 +1 T1) 6 TVS 
The Conſideration of which, 
| together wgith the pious Ex- 
Rs, Reſignations in Spirit, 
contempt of worldly ad- 
| vantage, Eminent in, not a 
few, Chriſtian Profeſſors, rai- 
ſeth no ſmall defire, in the 
» | Theift, that he nvght Aſſociate 
t | with them in ſaying Almigh- 
4 ty and moſt mercial Father : 
And conſequently that in his 
a 1-3 -next to the Belick 
+ | of one God,. Chriſtian Profef- 
A | ſion ought to be Embrac'd be- 
T 


1 
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e |. forc any other inthe World. 
e ; 

_ And thus you haye a Sum- 
- | maty of 'cthe moſt pertinent 
] ence, and Tenents applica- 
d G 4 ble 


(88 y 
-ble to the DoRtrins 68 Fheiſme, | 
not hitherto 'devilg'd! as'al. 
ſo its Tendency.to theJmprove- 


ment of Holy Loews 1% and 
Practice. wer 
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> has, likexhe _— Faines, two 
. By theloge;: of which,” the Rea- 
ar takes backward! -proſpet'of 
-ſutly piophacie Superſtitions and Wor- 
Abips as. nt in the Fraditions 
undWricings of the Antients ;-i ſome of 
which are pattzculkrly/ mention'd: _ 
[Book : , Together with: others, ' better 
Known, theh.readily fcumber'd;. yer fo 
-difplay'd thar cheir Lercaradl! Abſurdi- 
tics aretotallyrender'd Inconſiſtent with 
-ithe; ſuperlative i Conviction. which the 


| \Providence of the Almighty: has viſbly 
d 5 W909 ewe wg Underſtand 


Bur ſuch-has been the Ss NeteR, 


_ Supidity in Men, . that they. have per- 
2Verfly. a yed.ithe Devotion: of their 


i Souls; tather ta the artful Infinuations 
gu Conmeri Tran thenita the fin- 
cere 


(99) 


cere and palpable acknowledgment that 
there is Deity from what every com- 
mon Eye may difcerr inthe vaſt Thea» 

tre of his Works that contains Innume- 
rable Scenes of cher Wonders that 


Brat kb? ſi onal Part, PLOT 


—_ was for to introduce eamae on 

the publick $ tage,  thatcutmi "nz 
reproachfyl:and. full defcat from. th —_ 
wonſtrationaf: a Godzoby'the Doftruee 
of the 7þei/t ;znoleſs profp! dicer- 
gable then" that Mankind,” ith; what- 


Aoever-1s: beſides in the- Carapaſ of 'thic 


Univerſe, are, by Divine? appoiminent, 
under a miraculous ConduQ.1- i214 


Notwithſtanding however poweefpl 
thoſe Motives, the A4theft. to cover:his 


- fupine diſregard of all fuch-con 
and ſublime Evidences that to be 
— Attributed tothe - 


nt, _ — a. dei- 


fed Author ſeems to-acquieſce in what |}, 
he terms Nature ; and to which obſcure 
Sontag Location 
| umof his nfidelicy, by urging 
that whatſoever has Being above, -or 


below, > a IS 


Subſiſtency 
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Subſiſtency from the Method of Cauſes 
and Effecs.' 7 ," 
-. Tho he canmgt/deny” that; by ſo affir- 
ming,” he is eniforc'd to grant- that: this 
Emprefs of theWUniverſe, which he calk 
Nature; -is nob #ntellegible by any ra- 
ord Definition! of the Word, or any 
Proprieties he Attributes" to her ; be- 
cauſe it 1s not pollible for him to give 
any _ [Av06unt either of the Na- 
 tdiral-Being of:*Man, Animal, or Vege- 
adle > Or when-the Sun and:Stars be- 
gan'firſt to ſhing; for Univerſal-Benefit ; 
no morethen he is certainly able to; tell 
whit's Clotte”*twas- before he” was 
bog, no vin | 2b aghr 
»sToo many-there are that,” if but. En- 
rertain'd with Tales of Magick,” Witch- 
craft, or thedeviees andfeatsof a Jugler, 
thoa deſpicitleImpoſter, will not only 
incline believe them, burheartily wi 


| 0 Buit'were the fame Perſons Interoge- 


they right belidld ſuch Itnaginiry Facts 
pet nk which but related they deem 
 fopernatviral Wonders. . ONE 


Se Panyof their Senſes, they 
; kyere charm'd by the miracu- 
Joy Cotitution-of the Univerſe * and 
alt" ir” Cittnimſelibs, is 10; bo doubrad 
nf cat 


(92) 
that not a few of 'themr would with the | 
common Atheiſt reply, that although |;. 
divers Exiſtencies and Operations, inthe |, 
World they behold, 'appear upendioul: Th, 
ly wonderful, yet, 8schey- conſider | ;,, 
them as things of. Courſe, they. could | 4, 
not Judge them ſo extraordinary as.the 
Miracles they had -heard: of, but-for | | 
ought..they. could proye,., were. , O8VE [ly | 
perform'd: 3 which, Icbegillities,/ io . 
mane Comprehenſion, cent RiotG as bab 
other Fond-then want of; Judicious Cope [1ng 
ſideratioh, or nat being. | WIPE in. and 
ſtructed! by Superiars... ,-!, duc 

Showld-it be demanded, by the:Ree- tent 
der, why Texts of - Holy Scripturez-or]hjs 
Argumentsfrom V Writers have | jy 
not been'more frequently Citgd then are oup 
tobe found in the precedent Book | the | > 
Anſwer, that can moſt, properly beg 
;ven,-is, 'that the wo LOIgn 


ere of Faith, jms Tenor 
the cleareſt Eye of ; Es ſuollos 
but all nece | 


' are thereby 


—. 
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no leſs perſpicuonſly diſcernable from 
the demonſtrative Parts of this Treatiſe, 
then' if pronouncd with the Pſalmiſt, 
That the ' Heavens declare the glory of 
God, ani the Firmament fheweth his han- 
dy Work. | | 


Nor can the 'Arheift, if not_obdurate- 
ly ſuch, be by any other proceſs fo rea- 
dily Convitted : As he that may pro- 
bably' extend his Faith tothe Belief of an 
Infinite Power and Being, from ACtual 
and Viſible Miracles that could be pro- 
duc'd no otherwiſe then by an Omnipo- 
tent Author , Will not ſo eaſily devote 
his Aſſent to the moſt celebrated Autho- 
rity of any Writing;:however Divine it 


[ought to be underſtood. 


*Fis reported of the Philoſopher Ari- 


-[foele, tho far different in Opinion from 
Ithe obſtinacy of : the' Antient, -or Mo- 


n Atheiſt, that he having perus'd the - 
3-of Moſes, his Judgment of them 
as that they had in-them the voice of 
God; tho otherwiſe nothing was prov'd 
by them - But had rhat great Man of 
bcience th confider*d what might 
have been 'd ſuitable to what is 
ſufficiently Demonſtrated in this m_—_ | 


(94) 
he would have at leaſt declard for. the 
Doctrine oft Theiſme. 

But ſuchis the inveterate Impudenece 
and Odium that too many, .in our days, 
have againſt. Holy Belief, of whatſo- 
ever Denomination, that it is their Luxs 
ury to cabal for - 4theiſme and Prophaye- 
neſs, as they mingle thoſe Impieties with 
their Wine and Mirth-; by which. they 
would aſcribe to themſelves the Title of | 
Wits, however wickedly- Principled; or | 
ſo fooliſhly Impious that they refiſt the | 
' Dictates of Senſe: As if they had Re- 
ſolvedly 'confin'd their. Souls to fuch a 
narrowneſs of Conception | that the 
broadeſt Miracles of Divine Providence 
were not to operate on their - under« 
ſtandings. | " 


But 'tis hop'd, if they. ſhall pleaſe; 
with any reaſonable: difcretion, | to Inz 
ſpe&t the Subſtance of this Book;. that 
there Infidility, together with the1 
baucheriesof Life, will be ſofar Reform 
as that they will approve themſelves bets 
ter Subj in their Dutics to: Heat 
ven and Earth, then hitherto they haves 
been.: - be 33004 15780 
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